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House panel votes to require use of green
energy by end of 2015

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press Writer

LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Within eight years, 10 percent
of the electricity sold to Michigan consumers would have

to come from renewable energy sources such as wind YO U
under bipartisan legislation passed Wednesday by a

1 mmer in 4 weeks

state House committee.

15 Ib

The standard would nearly triple by the start of 2016 the
amount of renewable energy now being sold by utilities
and other power producers in the state.

Because renewable energy can be more expensive to
produce, the standard could cost residential customers
an extra $36 a year, commercial customers an extra
$199 and industrial customers an extra $2,250.

"This isn't a finished product,” said Rep. Jeff Mayes, D-
Bay City, who helped craft the compromise. "We consider this a work in progress."

The House Energy and Technology Committee's votes were the first on an issue that is among the biggest
facing the Legislature this year.

About half the states already have renewable standards for energy companies, but the issue is far from
settled in Michigan.

Although House Republicans back the proposal, Senate Republicans say it's an unacceptable government
mandate. They favor giving tax credits to people who buy renewable green energy and making only state
government - not the utilities - purchase a certain amount of clean power.

Senate Energy Policy and Public Utilities Chairman Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, called the House action a

political stunt because the bills are imperfect and would take "a horde of money out of ratepayers' pockets."

He planned to consider a Senate alternative in his committee Thursday.

Senate Democrats and environmental groups want to go even farther than the House legislation, proposing
that 20 percent of all electricity come from renewable energy by 2020. Gov. Jennifer Granholm backs 10
percent by 2015 but also a goal of 25 percent renewables by 2025.

Despite the haggling and an added cost to customers' bills, supporters agree setting a requirement would
boost jobs, reduce pollution and dependence on coal, and protect against potential future emissions
regulations that could make coal more expensive to use. They argue that without a guaranteed demand for
renewable energy production, renewable companies will take their business elsewhere.

MORE FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michigan

» Chrysler extends $100,000 buyout offer to more
plants

» Detroit mayor's chief of staff resigning amid perjury
allegations

» Granholm wants to offer districts money for
smaller high schools

» Report estimates state loses $14 million through
illegal liquor

» Michigan woman approaching 111th birthday

Nation

» Church growth is legacy of Mormon leader
» WWII vet, 80, likely next Mormon leader

» VA links poor care to 19 deaths in Ill.

» Archivist: | stole papers to pay bills

» Indicted Obama fundraiser's bond revoked
» Detroit mayor's chief of staff resigns

» Cash-strapped states resort to odd taxes
» 5 could lose jobs in NJ jail escape

» 1 dead in Calif. demolition accident

» ACLU sues over paper ballots in Ohio

World

» UN police into Darfur refugee camp

» 5 US soldiers killed in N. Iraq

» Ethnic clashes spread in western Kenya
» 25 die in China bus crash

» Border breach temporary boost for Gaza
» Pathologist admits to being self-taught

» Burger chain offers "McDiplomas"

» Hamas helps Egypt to reclose Gaza border
» Russia limits foreign election monitors

» Folk singer Rodriguez plays Cuban prison

Business

» Grammys get interim deal with writers

» Liberty Media moves to oust Diller

» Cemex 4Q profits up 43 percent

» Canada weighs test for foreign takeovers
» Kickback case: retired lawyer sentenced

Sports

» Brady gets taped up for Patriots workout
» Rocket's agent unveils statistics report

» Randy Moss' restraining order extended
» Webber set to rejoin Warriors

» Selanne puts off retiring, rejoins Ducks

» Ryan back with Ravens in assistant role
» Knoblauch to talk with House committee
» Phillies fill hole at 3rd with Feliz

» Unbeaten Memphis remains atop AP poll
» Nolan Ryan noncommittal about Rangers

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_RENEWABLE_ENERGY_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT Page 1 of 3


http://gcirm.dmp.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/mi-ap.detnews.com/news/world/article.htm/785051637/728x90_1/default/empty.gif/34636434336536323437396539623930
http://detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=INFO
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://oascentral.hosted.ap.org/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/MIDTN.hosted.ap.org/STATE/1429580086/x03/APress/Casale_POP_JAN08/ImpressionTrack/34636434336536323437396539623930?
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_CHRYSLER_BUYOUTS_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_DETROIT_MAYOR_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_STATE_OF_STATE_EDUCATION_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_LIQUOR_LOSSES_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_TURNING_111_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HINCKLEY_LEGACY?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MORMONS_NEXT_LEADER?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/S/SURGEON_DEATHS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/ARTIFACT_ARREST?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FUNDRAISER_INDICTED?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/D/DETROIT_MAYOR?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/T/TAXING_STATES?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/INMATES_ESCAPE?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BUILDING_COLLAPSE?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OHIO_VOTING?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/D/DARFUR_UN_POLICE?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IRAQ?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/K/KENYA_ELECTION_VIOLENCE?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CHINA_BUS_CRASH?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/G/GAZA_QUICK_FIX?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CANADA_PATHOLOGIST?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BRITAIN_MCDONALDS_HIGH?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/ISRAEL_PALESTINIANS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/R/RUSSIA_PRESIDENTIAL_ELECTIONS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CUBA_SILVIO_RODRIGUEZ?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HOLLYWOOD_LABOR_GRAMMYS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IAC_BREAKUP?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EARNS_MEXICO_CEMEX?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CANADA_FOREIGN_TAKEOVERS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/L/LAWSUIT_KICKBACKS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FBN_SUPER_BOWL_BRADY_PRACTICES?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBO_STEROIDS_CLEMENS?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FBN_MOSS_RESTRAINING_ORDER?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BKN_WARRIORS_WEBBER?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HKN_DUCKS_SELANNE?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FBN_RAVENS_RYAN?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBO_STEROIDS_KNOBLAUCH?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBN_PHILLIES_FELIZ?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BKC_T25_COLLEGE_BKB_POLL?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BBA_RANGERS_RYAN?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/70912001
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=REGISTER01&ForceUserreg=1
javascript:win=window.open('http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=786','TextCaster','menubar=yes,toolbar=no,status=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=676,height=500');win.focus();
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=mobile
https://ecm-c-mass2one.leepfrog.com/detroitpress/linkpages/dnsubscribe.html
http://subscribe.detnews.com/
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/advertising/
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/company.html
http://info.detnews.com/search/staff.htm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=mobile
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=REGISTER01&ForceUserreg=1
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/70912001
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI_RENEWABLE_ENERGY_MIOL-?SITE=MIDTN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT#
http://www.detnews.com/
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ARCHIVE
http://gcirm.dmp.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/mi-ap.detnews.com/news/world/article.htm/464833848/x03/default/empty.gif/34636434336536323437396539623930

The Detroit News Online 1/28/08 10:52 PM
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The legislation includes limitafi h h d b ked . bl » Spears has ‘'mental issues,' friend says
e legislation includes limitations on how much more consumers could be asked to pay for renewable » New season starts for Spears' TV show
energy, which could cost more to produce than coal-generated electricity, at least until more limits on » Morrison endorses Obama for president
greenhouse gases are put in place. » Led Zeppelin guitarist wants world tour
. ) ) ) ) ) » Police won't question Olsen about Ledger
Rep. David Palsrok, R-Manistee, said residents could have faced an extra $125 a year in costs over eight » Sister: Diana feared being spied on
years. But lawmakers agreed to spread out the expense, lowering residents' potential tab to $3 a month, or » Snipes' defense rests in tax fraud trial
$36 per year, over 20 years. > SAG red carpet ends awards glitz drought
» "No Country' dominates weekend awards
Accavitti said renewable energy such as wind, solar and hydroelectric could ultimately be on par with or cost . - .
24 ) y . Y g i More AP headlines, multimedia
less than coal power. The state has an aging fleet of coal plants, he noted, so residents were likely to face »US » Weather
higher energy costs regardless. » World » Raw News
> i » imedi
Accavitti also defended his decision to hold a vote. He said negotiators and interest groups had deadlocked Business ) Multimedia Gallery
» Personal Finance » Podcasts
over some issues, and he knew that once he started passing bills, consensus can be reached quickly in » Technology » News Summary - Audio
other areas. » Sports » News Summary - Video
o . » Entertainment » Today in History
He added that Granholm highlighted the need for an energy plan in her last State of the State speech, and » Health » PhotoWeek
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Another bill approved Wednesday would create a program with incentives dedicated to improving energy : S\z'::;gton > U.S. Census
efficiency. Energy-efficient light bulbs cost a few extra dollars but can save customers at least $30 in » Offbeat
electricity over the bulb's lifetime. Utilities could recoup costs of the program by charging customers more.
Each utility, though, would establish plans for reducing energy use by 1 percent a year - potentially saving
consumers money, too.
The three bills passed Wednesday remain tied to a controversial measure that would restructure the state
law regulating utilities.
Accavitti said he hoped to pass a comprehensive energy plan out of the House before lawmakers go on
spring break in late March. He wants a deal with Granholm and the Senate by the summer.
David Eggert can be reached at deggert(at)ap.org
The energy bills are House Bills 5525 and 5548-49.
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